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A busy year has seen a number
of highlights; work on the
latest stage of the England
Coast Path between North
Gare in Hartlepool to Filey
Brigg in North Yorkshire, a
visit from Network Rail to
discuss access across the Tees
Valley, a meeting with the
County Advisor from the NFU
which led to the development
of the Traffic Lights for Dogs
project, a Friends bid to Sita for
funding to repair a permissive
Byway and a meeting with the
Heritage Lottery Fund.
Great work continues with the
Heritage Lottery Funded project, River Tees Re-discovered.
The vision is impressive—to
alter how the hundreds of
thousands of people who live
by the River Tees from rural
Piercebridge to the steelworks
at Redcar interact with the
river and to celebrate the local
industrial and natural heritage
of the river. Key is the Teesdale
Way Improvement Project
which is delivering improved
signage, surfacing, promotional improvements—20 new
Heritage Walks have been

developed, new boardwalks,
footpath links, lighting and a
new steel footbridge at Wilton
Steel Works have been developed and the project is only
half way.

However there have been lowlights; regionally the positive
joint work between the Local
Access Forums across the
north east has stalled, firstly
with the loss of Regional Coordination and then, towards
the close of the year with the
loss of a dedicated Natural
England rep. The Chairs &
Vice Chairs have continued to
progress a regional strategy for
access. It appears that Natural
England have little to offer
Local Access Forums despite
their shared remit.

Between 2011 and 2016 the
Limestone Landscapes Partnership worked across the
north east with many people
& 24 different projects to conserve the landscapes, wildlife
and rich heritage of the
Magnesian
Limestone,
and enabled
communities
to learn
about, enjoy
and celebrate
their local
area—a fantastic achievement.
Finally my thanks go to the
Countryside Access and Development Officers and for the
valuable contribution of all the
TVLAF members—both old
and new—to the success of
these initiatives. I have enjoyed
working alongside you all and
feel confident I leave the
TVLAF as I found it, strong
and resourceful!
Robin Daniels, retired Chair

Business of the Forum
The TVLAF held four meetings
during the course of the year;
June’s meeting at Darlington
Borough Council’s offices saw
a very positive presentation by
Network Rail describing the
nature of the crossings within
the area.
September’s meeting in Stockton on Tees offices saw the
beginning of the Traffic Lights
for Dogs initiative which arose
out of the presentation from

Laurie Norris, the Regional
County Advisor for the NFU,
and the dog attacks associated
with landowner and TVLAF
Vice Chair Rob Brown’s sheep
flock.
December’s meeting in Summerhill Country Park at Hartlepool saw the Friends Group
AGM. The Friends Group had
been busy, submitting a bid for
Sita funding to repair the
North Gare access track to

Seaton Common. The bid
passed local, regional and
national hurdles but lost out at
the Sita Board meeting.
March 2016 saw the AGM at
Middlesbrough Town Hall and
the arrival of Yvonne Ramage
as the new Chair with Mike
Roff and Rob Brown as Vice
Chairs.
New members welcomed during the year were Christine
Corbett and Paul Harman.
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Partnerships

Bridleway Use

The Bright Water Landscape
Partnership bid was successful
during the year and covers 200
sq km within lowland County
Durham and Darlington, focusing on the River Skerne
from Hurworth Burn reservoir
in East Durham to South Park
in Darlington. The partners
shared vision is to reveal a
heritage of change and innovation, working to reveal the
landscape of the past and to
restore and enhance key elements of the natural, built and
cultural landscape.
Tees Valley Local Nature
Partnership whose work is to
create a more resilient natural

environment for the benefit of
wildlife and people, that supports sustainable economic
growth in the Tees Valley, had
stalled during 2015-2016 due to
the loss of the key lead. This
joint local government and
volunteer initiative is timely as
a Tees Valley Combined authority takes shape. As the
year closed recruitment for the
post was underway.
Early in March 2016 north east
delegates attended the northern LAF Conference in Leeds.
Three of the speakers represented north east Forums; The
Story behind the Sandstone
Way delivered by Ted Liddle

of Northumberland JLAF,
described the new 193 km
route from Berwick upon
Tweed to Hexham. John Sugden from Redcar & Cleveland
LAF presented Riding or Cycling on Footpaths, with one of
the subjects for discussion , ‘is
it really trespass to ride or cycle
on a footpath?’ Finally the Access Prioritisation Project, delivered by Victoria Lloyd Gent
and Audrey Christie of Durham County Council described
the project which listed the
priority paths in the county for
improvement, for use by developers, policy makers and
planners.

Stockton on Tees Update

Cycling in Stockton on Tees

Rob Morrow, the Officer responsible for RoW at Stockton
on Tees Borough Council has
mirrored the activity in Hartlepool and Middlesbrough with
regard to the England Coast
Path and in establishing the
appropriate crossing of the
River Tees. In addition, lighting and landscaping works
along Stockton Riverside from
the Princess Diana Bridge to
the Tees Watersports Centre
has enhanced a lovely stretch
of the Teesdale Way.

Environmental Project which
involved carrying out routine
maintenance work on behalf of
the Council, but their recent
closure meant the annual vegetation clearance during the
summer months was dealt
with in-house, together with
the Probation Services and
local landowners. Negotiations
with Nacro (Middlesbrough)
to provide a permanent solution to RoW maintenance are
continuing.

Nacro (Stockton) provided a
work team as part of their

Like all the four TVLAF Local
Authorities the Ramblers Big
Path Watch has been a useful

opportunity for the Access
Officers. The reports from
Ramblers has meant attention
could be focused on any issues
arising from damaged or overgrown paths. Rob and the
other Access Officers have
been relieved to see that the
issues flagged up were not
insurmountable.
Rob took the opportunity to
capitalise on the National Road
Race Championships hosted
by Stockton on Tees to recirculate the RoW Guides.

Darlington Borough Council Update
Malcolm Thompson, Countryside Access Officer at Darlington Borough Council has had
another busy year. Some projects clearly stand out; the
permissive footpath along the
River Tees provided by Middlesbrough Football Club at
their training ground is open
and well used.
Litter picking on Haughton
Road in Darlington

The work enabling the successful establishment of an upgraded electrical supply to

major employer Hitachi has
also been completed, after
months of diversions and remedial work.

Heritage Trails. Timber boardwalks are also to be installed
on sections encouraging year
round access.

The joint work with RTR on
the Teesdale Way is gaining
pace; all the landowners Malcolm has contacted to date
have been in agreement to
replace stiles with kissing
gates, so far 23 will be installed
later in 2016, on either the
Teesdale Way or on the linked

Joint work with the Friends of
Snipe House Farm has led to
the development of a cycling
route to Hurworth and links to
the newly established Snipe
House Pond, a haven for conservation and fishing!
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Hartlepool Borough Council Update
Chris Scaife Countryside Access Officer for Hartlepool
Borough Council has had a
steady year, the usual collection of diversions, extinguishments and creations of paths
across the Borough to meet
developers and users requirements. All the diverted and
created paths had major furniture installations, depending
on the need and included
bridges and boardwalks.

works carried out that, at the
time of writing, appears to
have deterred this type of access. This on-going project has
been endorsed by Natural
England National Trail Officers.
Christine Corbett of River Tees
Re-discovered Landscape Partnership and Chris spent some
time searching for evidence of
the vanished fishing community of Greatham Creek and
found existing evidence of
habitation, island revetment
retention and a small slipway,
evident at low tide. RTR will
pull together a project that
looks at the vanished community in greater detail—using

An unusual problem along a
section of the England Coast
Path at The Headland, has
been tackled in earnest—4X4’s
illegally access the path at one
point to drive on the dunes
and create a great deal of damage—so Chris had major earth

images, film and recorded
testimony.
The final section of the England Coast Path as it moves
away from Hartlepool, between North Gare and Newport Bridge in Stockton on
Tees, was submitted to the
Secretary of State for ratification this spring. It brings to a
close a unique working team of
Natural England, the Local
Authorities, River Tees Rediscovered, RSPB Saltholme,
landowners, public utility
companies, volunteer groups
and global companies, all sharing the same goal; with an
outcome that will be enjoyed
for generations.

Middlesbrough Council Update
Stewart Williams, the Countryside Access Officer for Middlesbrough Council, has spent
the year identifying all the
unrecorded routes in the area
which need to be investigated.
Following this initial assessment 43km of routes on Council land have been identified
and approval given to record
them as Public Footpaths on
the Definitive Map, a further
2km has been created through
new developments. The remaining routes identified will
be investigated and claims
made.

Improvements to the furniture
along a number of ROW across
the Borough has been carried
out including the replacement
of 5 bridges along Blue Bell
Beck and Marton West Beck.
The Public Footpath which
runs along the southern section
of Marton West Beck (1.2km)
has been surfaced in stone,
additionally a continuous stone
surface of 3km runs along Blue
Bell Beck and 3.5km along the
River Tees. Stewart has spent
time working with a number of
Friends Groups and with their
support it is hoped that the

maintenance of these routes
will be undertaken by these
volunteers.
As the regular meetings of
the Natural England led
team developing the England
Coast Path drew to a close,
each representative felt that
all objections had been addressed and were confident
of Secretary of State endorsement later in summer 2016.
This last section in the
TVLAF area takes the walker
from Newport Bridge in
Middlesbrough to Filey Brigg
in North Yorkshire.

Hart Warren Dunes

If you have experience and
expertise to share,
encouraging healthy use of
Rights of Way in the Tees
Valley then please get in
touch

Regional Working
2015-2016 was a frustrating
year attempting to work alongside Natural England whose
priorities were clearly changing as the year progressed.
While Robin Daniels continued
as Regional Chair, and Geoff
Hughes (Durham Chair) as
Vice Chair our named Natural
England contact in Jim Milner
was asked to take the lead on
the England Coast Path and by
the close of the year, there was
no dedicated person able to
liaise with Local Access Fo-

rums across the northeast.
Discussions between the Chair
and Vice Chairs regionally
continued; Network Rail took
their message to the regional
group and positive working
contacts have been made. The
Regional Access Project continued to be discussed, with support across the region, however the mechanics of its development remains problematic.
The year closed more positively — the Regional Chair

requested a meeting with the
Regional Head of the Heritage Lottery Fund, Ivor
Crowther and his team, in an
effort to persuade them to
view access and RoW in their
own right. The meeting
which also included Northumberland JLAF and Natural
England was very positive,
with HLF agreeing a degree
of flexibility.

Work underway in
Middlesbrough Becks

Traffic Lights for Dogs

Tees Valley Local Access
Forum
Hartlepool Borough Council
Countryside and Heritage Team
Edgar Philips Building
Lynn Street
Hartlepool
TS24 7DS
Phone: (01429) 523419
Email: beryl.bird@hartlepool.gov.uk

If you would like to find out more
about our work, please try our web site
www.teesvalleylocalaccessforum.co.uk

Tees Valley Local Access Forum agreed to begin a project in Hartlepool to address the problem of out of control dogs attacking
stock on farms using Rights of Way in Hartlepool. The year long
project will concentrate on one farm in particular, with Rights of
Way traversing permanent pasture.
The initial public consultation has taken place with residents,
Councillors, the NFU, the local Police, the NSA and Kennel Club.
The aim is to ask all walkers using the paths to take note of the
traffic light colours in
place during the course
of the year. And in
particular to use a
signposted alternative
path when the red sign
is up (when the sheep
are lambing or in lamb)
and to put their dog on
a short lead when the
amber sign is up—when
there are young lambs
in the fields.

Membership
Rob Brown

Robin Daniels

David Reed

Rob farms on the outskirts of
Hartlepool and joined to help
put the broader farming
perspective as regards RoW,
and the experience of farming on the urban fringe.

As Head of Tees Archaeology,
Robin has developed a service
which promotes and encourages opportunities for people
to become involved in the
heritage of the area.

David is a long term members
of the Ramblers and particularly enjoys his work as a Walk
Leader taking members to
areas of local interest and
beauty.

Fiona Campbell

Paul Harman

Michael Roff

Fiona joined the TVLAF to
assist in the development
and improvement of access
for people of all abilities, as a
voice for the disabled community.

Paul is a former Darlington
Borough Councillor with a
keen interest in water access,
and as a volunteer has
worked to develop a local
play area and pocket parks in
Darlington.

A retired Chartered Engineer,
Michael is a keen walker and
cyclist. His particular interest
is to try to eliminate ‘missing
links’ in long distance paths
and bikeways.

Mike Cherrett

Deborah Jefferson

Mike is a member of Cleveland Ramblers and a Footpath Volunteer representing
Stockton on Tees. Mike has
served Stockton on Tees as
Councillor.

Deborah heads the Hartlepool
Borough Council Countryside
Warden team, responsible for
the management of five nature reserves in Hartlepool .

Christine Corbett

Yvonne Ramage

With 20 years experience in
nature conservation and
environmental education,
Chris now works as Community and Access Officer for
the River Tees Re-discovered
Landscape Partnership.

Yvonne balances her free time
as a Voluntary Ranger & Conservation Volunteer for North
York Moors National Park
with being the Area Coordinator for Sustrans in
Stockton on Tees.

Judith Underwood
Judith has worked in the environment sector for over 10
years, working on physical
environmental improvement
projects with Groundwork.

Dipper Sign on Teesdale Way

Countryside Access
Contacts:
Middlesbrough Council
Tel: (01642) 728153
rightsofway
@middlesbrough.gov.uk

Stockton on Tees Borough
Council
Tel: (01642) 526757
EGDS@stockton.gov.uk
Hartlepool Borough Council
Tel: (01429) 523524
rightsofway@hartlepool.gov.uk
Darlington Borough Council
Tel: (01325) 406640
rightsofway@darlington.gov.uk

